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SUB J : COMMUNIST PARTY CALL FOR NATIONAL STRIKE ACTION 
REF : MELBOURNE 0924 

1. IN BRIEF CONVERSATION LAST NIGHT WITH NSW MINISTER FOR LABOR 
AND INDUSTRY HEWITT, HE REFLECTED DEEP CONCERN OVER MOUNTING 
INDUSTRIAL UNREST, LACK OF LEADERSHIP FROM CANBERRA AND OBVIOUS 
EFFORT OF COMMUNIST LEADER JACK MUNDEY TO EXPLOIT SITUATION. HE 
FEELS AUSTRALIA FACES A SITUATION MORE DESPERATE THAN AT ANY TIME 
SINCE GREAT DEPRESSION, NOTING THAT YESTERDAY EVEN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
LABOR PREMIER HAD REQUESTED EMERGENCY POWERS, SOMETHING HE SAYS 
GOVT. OF N.S.W. HAS SO FAR AVOIDED BUT STILL HAS IN MIND. 

2. REGARDING MUNDEY, MINISTER HEWITT BELIEVES THE ORIGINAL COMM 
UNIST IDEA WAS TO ISSUE CALL FOR NATIONAL STRIKE ACTION IN THE 
WAKE OF PARLIAMENT'S INCREASE OF ITS MEMBERS' SALARIES THUS GAINING 
BOTH MORAL JUSTIFICATION AND TACTICAL MOMENTUM. FORTUNATELY THE 
OPPOSITION'S DEFEAT OF LEGISLATIVE SALARY INCREASE IN SENATE HAS 
THROWN COMMUNISTS OFF BALANCE BUT THEIR ACTION IN EXPLOITING SIT 
UATION STILL SERIOUS. 
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